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Explorers Excel in Individual,
Group Competitions
As always, the highlight of
the Exploring Conference is the
competitions. Even before leaving
Ft. Collins in 2008, many Explorers
already had their eye on taking home
a trophy (or two) in Atlanta this year.
For example members of Explorer
Post 9443 from Baltimore City look
forward to competing (and winning)
in the car stop competition here in
Atlanta, while St. Paul’s Post 9454
are proud of their past performance
in the crime prevention exercise.
Like many posts, Explorers from
St. Paul, Des Moines, Los Angeles,
Chicago and around the country
told the BOLO how they have raised
money and traveled dozens of hours
to be here, and to win. This is reflected
in their enthusiasm, commitment and
focus at the competitions and in the
rallies all around the Georgia Tech
campus.
“I’ll tell you from what I’ve seen so
far, the Explorers this year are more

physically fit than two
years ago, and the
competitions have
gone smoother,” said
Carl Holmberg, Jr,
Director of Individual
Competitions. “For
example, they’ve
had far more success
on the six-foot wall
part of the physical
performance testing
course, and we’ve
seen fewer injuries
Anthony Tyson reflected in the glasses of Amanda White,
across the board.”
both of theToledo Police Explorer Post 2028 participating
While the physical in the Mountain Bike Patrol Course Competition.
performance course
is always full and
takes about 15 minutes to complete, thrill to see the extraordinary effort
Officer Holmberg is making sure that they put into getting their technique
everyone who wants to participate gets perfect.”
a chance to do so. “We’re getting here
Group Competition Director Joe
early and staying late, taking walk-ons Riehl noticed some of the same trends,
as we can.”
with excited, energetic explorers
Perhaps the one competition that competing as hard as he has seen
consistently showcases standout in his ten years of leading the group
explorer performance and shows competitions. Like Officer Holmberg,
the ultimate in poise and discipline Officer Riehl is finding that there
is the drill competition, and this year are some posts coming in very well
is no exception. According to Officer prepared, making high scores, leading
Holmberg, “I’ve seen five or six very to a challenging, and interesting
sharp posts already—and I expect to experience for the staff. “There are
see a few more before the conference trophies at stake, and these Explorers
is done. These are amazing young
women and men, and it is always a see COMPETITIONS page 5

Atlanta, Georgia

Puerto Rico
Explorers
Celebrate 25 Years

Back in 1985 when Leandro
Rios and Pedro Sarkis, both
with the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP), laid
the foundation for Exploring
in Puerto Rico, they had no
idea that one of the youngest
Explorers, Melvin Figueroa,
would build upon their legacy,
guiding the post from strength
to strength. Now 25 years later,
Officer Figueroa leads a post
with more than 50 members, 32
of whom are here competing in
Atlanta this year.
“Each of our Explorers raised
hundreds of dollars and trained
see PUERTO RICO page 8
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Question
of the

DAY

“What is your favorite
song/singer?”

TODAY’S SCHEDULE
5:30 A.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs (breakfast on bus)

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

6:00 A.M.—8:00 AM.

Breakfast

Woodruff/Brittain/The Edge (Dining Halls)

6:30 AM.

Pistol Competition bus departs (breakfast on bus)

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

7:30 AM.

Headquarters Opens

Wenn Student Center 321

7:30 AM.

Steering Committee Breakfast

Wenn Student Center Ferst Place

7:30 A.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

8:00 A.M.—9:30 AM.

SEMINARS

Zach Carlos
Post 910
Hemet, CA
Performer:
Allen Jackson
Song: Good Times

THURSDAY, JULY 22

8:00 A.M.—5:00 P.M.

“Makes me feel like I’m on vacation!”

Leadership

Architecture East, 123

Bombing Investigations; Bomber Behavior Analysis

Instructional Center, 105

First Responder to Digital Evidence

Instructional Center, 205

Profiling Concepts

Howey Physics, L3

Cyber Crime

Howey Physics, L4

Protecting Our Nation’s Transportation System In A Post
9-11 Environment—The Federal Air Marshal Service

College of Computing, 16

INDIVIDUAL EVENTS
Air Pistol Competition

North Ave North Gym

Bike Policing Competition

Curran Deck (Bike Storage in

West Side Activity Room)

Francesca Nicolini
Post 820
Enfield, CT
Performer:
Toby Keith

8:00 A.M.—6:00 P.M.

Drill Competition

O’Keefe Gym

N.E.V.O.C.

Upper Physics Building (Pkng. Lot W21)

Police Physical Performance Test

Instructional Center Lawn

Sample Written Examination

Boggs, B-6

TEAM COMPETITIONS (Orientations)

Couch Building, Rehearsal Hall

Arrest and Search
Bomb Threat Response
Burglary in Progress

Songs: God Love Her and American
Soldier

Crime Prevention
Crime Scene Search
Domestic Crisis Intervention

“His songs inspire me. I love it!”

Emergency Field First Aid
Hostage Negotiation
Shoot/Don’t Shoot

Johanna McGillivray
Post 457
Placerville, CA
Performers:
Blink 182
Song: What’s my age again?
“Cool bunch of guys who are
troublemakers!”

Traffic Accident Investigation
Traffic Stop
White Collar Crime
8:30 A.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

8:30 A.M.—10:30 A.M.

Basketball/Volleyball (Courts 3&6)

Campus Rec Center

9:00 A.M.

Exploring U.S.A. Set-up

Wenn Student Center Ballroom

9:00 A.M.—6:00 P.M.

Cop Shop

Wenn Student Center Piedmont

9:00 A.M.—11:00 A.M.

Advisor Seminars (Explorer Conferences-(Local, Area,
State)

Student Center Theater

9:30 A.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)
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10:00 A.M.—11:30 AM.

SEMINARS
Protect Yourself: Self Defense

Architecture East, 123

Fugitive Investigations

Skiles, 249

Gangs

Howey Physics, L5

Mail Fraud

Engineering, Science & Mechanics, 201

Narcotics Trafficking and Interdiction

Boggs, B6A

           

Personal Health and Wellness

Boggs, 228

10:30 AM.

Pistol Competition bus departs (lunch on bus)

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

11:00 A.M.—2:00 P.M.

Lunch

Woodruff/Brittain/The Edge (Dining Halls)

12:30 P.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.

Youth Elections

Headquarters

1:00 P.M.-5:00 P.M.

Exploring U.S.A.

Wenn Student Center Ballroom

1:30 P.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

1:30 P.M.—3:00 P.M.

SEMINARS
Leadership

Skiles, 249

Bombing Investigations

College of Computing, 17

First Responder to Digital Evidence

Howey Physics, L2

Profiling Concepts

Howey Physics, L3

Cyber Crime

Howey Physics, L4

Protecting Our Nation’s Transportation System In A Post
9-11 Environment—The Federal Air Marshal Service

Howey Physics, L5

2:00-4:00 P.M.

Advisor Seminars (Program Sustainability)

Student Center Theater

2:30 P.M.

Pistol Competition bus departs

Ferst Drive Bus Area (at Wenn Student Center)

3:00 P.M.—5:00 P.M.

Basketball/Volleyball (Courts 5&6)

Campus Rec Center

3:30 P.M.-5:00 P.M.

SEMINARS
Protect Yourself: Self Defense

Howey, L4

Fugitive Investigations

Skiles, 249

Gangs

Howey, L5

Mail Fraud

Howey, L2

Narcotics Trafficking and Interdiction

Howey, L3

           

Personal Health and Wellness

Instructional Center, 109

4:00 P.M.—9:00 P.M.

General Use Rec Time

Campus Rec Center

(Leisure Pool: Water slide closes at 8pm)

Post Leader Check Explorers in

At front desk: identified by wristband
5:00 P.M.—9:45 P.M.

General Use Rec Time

Campus Rec Center

(Court 5 & 6 Auxiliary Gym)

Post Leader Check Explorers in

At front desk: identified by wristband
5:00 P.M.—7:00 P.M.

Dinner

Woodruff/Brittain/The Edge (Dining Halls)

7:00 P.M.—8:00 P.M.

Academy Reception

Fest Place Wenn Student Center

9:30 P.M.—11:30 P.M.

Dance-Jump Club

Alexander Memorial Coliseum (Freshman Gym)

Midnight

Day concludes

REMEMBER
TO DRINK
PLENTY
OF WATER

Health and
Safety
after hours
numbers
Chris Harvey
478-866-0005

Dewayne Humphrey
428-290-4501
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Competitions

5

Arrest and Search, Domestic
Continued from cover page
Crisis, Bomb Threat Response
and
Hostage
Negotiation
have put a lot into preparing to be
remain among the most popular.
here, and we want to get it right for
Whatever competition posts have
them,” said Officer Riehl. Other
left today, Officer Riehl’s advice
posts, particularly
is to “Keep up
“Keep up your energy. your energy.
those here for the
first time are often Maintain your intensity. Maintain your
less prepared,
intensity. As
As tired as you are, put tired as you are,
however his staff
is making every everything you’ve got put everything
effort to make into doing your best all you’ve got into
the competitions the way to the end.” doing your best
a
worthwhile
all the way to
experience for each Explorer,
the end. Everyone here wants you
including turning it into a training
to do well-- now is your moment to
exercise for those posts who
show us all you’ve trained for.”
encounter challenges.
Best of luck to everyone in
Across the dozen team
today’s competition!
competitions, Traffic Stop,

Air Pistol Competition
Make sure you don’t miss the Air Pistol Competition sponsored by Crosman Air Guns! “We’ve got plenty of room for
walk-ons, so make your way down to the North Avenue North
Gym to practice or compete,” Chip Hunnicutt from Crosman
says.
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Why You Should Choose ME!
2010 Student Rep Interview

Kristopher
Kruse

My top priority as youth representative is to
voice my fellow Explorer’s opinions and to
make sure their ideas are heard.

Post 2267
Clermont, FL

How will your life experiences make you a
better representative for all Explorers?

What does Exploring mean to you?
Exploring is life to me. The only career I’ve
ever considered is law enforcement, and
without Exploring, I don’t know where I’d be.
What is the top priority you hope to
accomplish as youth representative?

James Allen
McKinney
the 5th
Post 5021
Des Moines, IA

What does Exploring mean to you?
It’s a way to learn what is expected of law
enforcement officers, for youth and police to
interact, and to get an understanding of what
law enforcement officers deal with daily.
What is the top priority you hope to accomplish

All my experiences, including peer mediation,
BSA Patrol Leader, and Explorer Sergeant
have given me the ability to be a confident,
well-spoken person who will represent
Explorers well.
Who is a role model for you and why?
That would be my dad. Together, we have
helped each other get through challenges
both in everyday life and our shared law

as youth representative?
Help start more posts and work with
community, law enforcement, and education
leaders to demonstrate what Exploring can
do so Explorers might gain “life experience”
college credits.
How will your life experiences make you a
better representative for all Explorers?
I’ve learned how to use my dyslexia to my
advantage, graduating high school with a
3.2 GPA, writing for the school newspaper,
becoming Explorer Post Chief, and a Tae
Kwondo black belt.
Who is a role model for you and why?
My father is a Des Moines Police Officer and

enforcement interests.
What area of law enforcement interests you
most?
The ability to help people and possibly
change their life direction is what interests
me most. I really enjoy the traffic division
here in Clermont, Florida.
What is the most fun thing you’ve ever
done?
When I spent a whole weekend with a very
close friend riding his horses for 13 hours
straight and then going to the rodeo.

a splendid role model. Without his guidance
there’s no way I’d be in the position in which
I find myself today.
What area of law enforcement interests you
most?
Patrol would be the arena of law enforcement
which most attracts me because street units
have and always will be the backbone of
American law enforcement.
What is the most fun thing you’ve ever
done?
All the events the post is involved with are
“fun,” and working the streets is part of the
big picture, just like all my law enforcement
and Exploring activities.
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Kelsey
Taylor
Post 521
Bakersfield, CA

What does Exploring mean to you?
Exploring means opportunity. So many
doors have opened for me since I joined
the program. My life would not be the
same without it.
What is the top priority you hope to
accomplish as youth representative?
To bring posts together by opening up
communication among posts on a national
level, so when one post faces hard times,
another can be contacted to help them.
How will your life experiences make you a
better representative for all Explorers?

I have learned that professionalism is the
key to a positive representation. I maintain
a professional demeanor, which would
benefit all Explorers since I would be
representing them.
Who is a role model for you and why?
Eleanor Roosevelt, who said “The future
belongs to those who believe in their
dreams.” She believed in helping the less
fortunate and how important youth are to
the future.
What area of law enforcement interests
you most?
I love the idea of being part of the FBI or
DEA, but I have a deep desire to serve
my community by leading officers in my
hometown.
What is the most fun thing you’ve ever
done?
Spending time with my family, which
includes not only my parents and brother,
but with my Explorer family as well.

Two Explorer Posts
Win President’s Volunteer
Service Award
Established in 2003, this prestigious annual award is given by the President
of the United States to honor individuals, families and groups who have
demonstrated a sustained commitment to volunteer service. Learning for
Life is a certifying organization for the award, and two Explorer posts won
this award in 2009: Hartford (Wisconsin) Police Explorer Post 9910, led by
Advisor James Zywicki, and the Cobb County (Georgia) Police Department
Post led by Advisor Andrew Higgins. Please congratulate them for their
outstanding commitment to Exploring and volunteering!
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Puerto Rico

Continued from cover page
for many long hours to be here,”
said Officer Figueroa, who

remembers participating in his
first Exploring Conference back
in 1988 at Boston University.
While there are now other
Exploring posts in Puerto Rico
(sponsored by the Marines and
the National Guard), San Juan’s
CBP Post 818 is not only the
largest in Puerto Rico, but one
of the largest of any sponsored
by CBP nationwide.
Asked how they became such
a large and strong post, Officer
Figueroa, who has been the
head advisor since 2002, said
that it was through developing
a reputation for strength, good

training, and a strong foundation
of leadership. “Today ICE, DEA
and other federal agencies refer
people to our program. We don’t
need to advertise- people find
out about us by word of mouth,
and we look for strong references
from our new recruits.”
The post always makes a point
of participating in the Exploring
Leadership Academy which is
held during the off-years of the
conference. They also train all
year for the competitions. This
year, members of the post tell
the BOLO that they expect to do
well in 9 mm and Air Pistol, and
hope to meet or exceed the five
awards they won in 2008.
Over the past 25 years, the
commitment, hard work and
sense of duty that are neces-

sary to excel in Exploring hasn’t
changed, but the movement has
evolved. For example, this conference is the first for the post
where more women than men
came to the conference, with 17
female explorers.
To celebrate this year’s important anniversary, the post is
planning on issuing a special
coin. Later this year, they will
hold a special awards ceremony
to acknowledge those leaders
who have done so much for Exploring in Puerto Rico and they
plan on holding a dinner-dance
to celebrate their extraordinary
achievements over the past
quarter-century.
Congratulations to Post 818
and all the Explorers and Explorer alumni in Puerto Rico!

Visit the COP SHOP

Located in the Wenn Student Center,
Ballroom
Hours
Monday 8 - 5 p.m.
Tuesday-Thursday 9 - 6 p.m.
Friday 1 - 5 p.m.

D E A I S P R O U D TO S U P PO RT N LE E C

Vote Electronically!
No paper ballots this year! The process is
simple!
Each post gets one vote:
•

•

•

Advisors: log on to www.balloteer.com/
bp/nph-bstart?&eid=7857189731469379
(you’ll also get an e-mail with a hyperlink
that will get you here)
You’ll be asked for your User ID. This is a
combination of your Post Number and your
Post ID from the cover of your registration
packet.
Vote for your post’s favorite candidate,
press ok, log off, and you’re done!

Balloting is ONLY open noon to 5 pm Thursday.
If you have any questions, or have difficulty
logging on, contact Mike Knight at (615) 3357120 or Michael.Knight@ATF.gov.

Results will be announced at the closing
ceremony Friday!

Check-Out Information
For Post Advisers’ convenience, several
check-out dates, locations and times have
been planned:
• Friday, July 23:
- Closing Ceremonies at the Coliseum
- Check-out table across from Gate 2
- Times: 6:30pm - 9:30pm
• Saturday, July 24:
- Brittain Dining Hall
- Woodruff Dining Hall
- Times: 6:30am - 12 noon

SPECIAL AGENTS

Attack drug trafficking
from every angle.
DEA has a mission like no other — one that
challenges us every single day. Through the
Law Enforcement Explorer program, young
people will learn the career development,
leadership and life skills that will prepare
them to become the Special Agents of
tomorrow. It will also prepare them to one
day work to combat the unlawful activities surrounding the trafficking of
illegal drugs across the nation and around the world. DEA is a participant
and long-time supporter of the National Law Enforcement Exploring
Conference. DEA is an equal opportunity employer. www.dea.gov

Please help us expedite your check-out by
placing your groups’ keys in their original
envelopes and removing them from any key
rings. If not available, envelopes will be
provided at the check-out table.
We hope you enjoyed your stay!

U.S. Department of Justice

DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
T O U G H W O R K. V I T A L M I S S I O N.
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